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MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

COGSWELL  BUILDING 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Beaverhead  County  Container  System 

S.  Chris  Beever,  M.D. , County  Health  Officer,  401  Barrett,  Dillon 
Beaverhead  County  Commissioners,  Box  1166,  Dillon 
Damschen  & Associates,  P.0.  Box  4817,  Helena,  MT  59604 
Montana  Department  of  Highways,  2701  Prospect  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Reed  Lommen,  Chief,  Land  Management  Bureau,  Dept,  of  State  Lands,  1625 
Eleventh  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620 

Randy  Tommerup,  Chairman,  Beaverhead  County  Refuse  District,  2 South 
Pacific  - CL  Box  3,  Dillon,  MT  59725 
Tom  Ellerhoff , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 
Documents  Section,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the 
Beaverhead  County  Container  System. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


EASE  RETURN 

Ends . 

JL/ba 


Sincerely, 


JL — 


Jim  Lexter 

sJlid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
telephone  (406)  444-2821 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMFNTAI  REVIEW 


Di  vi st  on/Bureau_^nvironmental  Snipnrps / solid  & Hazflrdo,ls  waste 
Project  or  Application Beaverhead  County  Pnntainpr  Sv^on, 


Description  of  Pr0jeCt__The  Beaverhead  County  Refuse  Board  has  constructed  ,nd  is 

—operating  four  sgljd  waste  COntainer/frau-for  sites  at  Wise  River.  men  r-rant.  and 
a£LU~  hoard  has  applied  for  a solid  waste  management  system  license,  r-nni^  „-f 

-J^appU0at,on  n,qv  he  r^ing£d  at.  this  officer  mgy  bo  obtained  hv  ^ 

-bureau.  Counts  regarding  the  potential  environmenta i ^ »hla  _ 

desctibed  below  and  on  the  attached  shppt 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Major  Moderate  . Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
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7.  Access  to  and  qual 
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13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


None 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


None 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS 


No  EIS 


necessary 


Preliminary  Environmental  Review 


Beaverhead  County  Refuse  Disposal  District 
Solid  Waste  Container/Transfer  System 


The  Beaverhead  County  Refuse  Disposal  District  has  been  operating  a forty 
yard  container  site  at  Wise  River  Montana  under  current  license  from  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  The  county  has  recently 
added  three  additional  container/ transfer  sites  to  the  system.  The  three 
sites  are  located  at  Glen,  Grant  and  Dell.  The  facilities  at  Grant  and 
Dell  replace  existing  landfill  sites  and  the  site  at  Glen  is  a new  location 
not  previously  used  for  solid  waste  management. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  refuse  district  already  has  a solid  waste  manage- 
ment system  license  for  the  Wise  River  location,  the  Department  intends  to 
amend  the  existing  license,  adding  the  new  container  locations  to  that 
license.  The  alternative  option  would  be  to  create  an  entirely  new 
license,  but,  to  minimize  paperwork  and  confusion,  it  is  the  Department's 
plan  to  place  all  the  regulated  container  locations  under  one  license  for 
the  Beaverhead  County  Refuse  Disposal  System. 

The  cover  sheet  lists  some  anticipated  impacts  from  operation  of  the  three 
new  facilities.  In  all  cases,  the  environmental  impact  expected  from  the 
sites  is  positive,  that  is,  compared  to  the  existing  dumpsites,  the  new 
facilities  will  very  likely  have  a positive  impact  upon  the  health  of  area 
citizens  and  users,  and  a positive  impact  upon  environmental  protection. 
The  new  facilities  should  enable  the  county  to  have  approved  facilities 
which  are  in  compliance  with  state  law  and  rules  without  the  need  for 
variances  and  other  compromises  to  sound  public  health  and  environmental 
protection.  In  many  cases,  environmental  resources  should  be  preserved, 
since  there  will  be  no  consumption  of  landfill  space  at  the  individual 
sites . 

As  with  all  facilities  and  systems,  management  plays  a key  role  in  the 
quality  of  service  and  performance.  The  license  application  shows  that  the 
refuse  district  intends  to  operate  the  sites  in  compliance,  removing 
containers  of  waste  at  least  once  weekly  for  disposal  at  a central  landfill 
facility. 

The  attached  map  shows  the  planned  locations  for  the  three  additional  and 
one  current  forty  yard  container  sites. 


